Club Constitution

1.
Name

1.1
The name of the Club shall be the Chester Great Outdoors Club (hereinafter referred to as “the Club”).

2.
Objectives OF THE CLUB

2.1 
To promote the interests of hillwalking and a range of other outdoors activities, for example mountain biking, climbing, mountaineering, surfing, sailing, canoeing, etc. (hereinafter referred to as “the Activities”) amongst members of the Club.

2.2
To provide an opportunity for members of the Club to meet and participate in the Activities together.

2.3
To act on behalf of and in the interest of Club members, in line with the other objectives.

2.4 
To promote awareness of the need to maintain access, conservation and protection of the outdoor environment.

3.
Membership of the Club

3.1 
The Membership of the Club is hereinafter referred to as “the Membership”.

3.2
The Club shall have the right at its entire discretion to refuse any application for Membership.

3.3
Club Membership shall only be open to individuals who recognize that participation in Club Activities is inherently risky.  Members shall only get involved if they are personally prepared to accept these risks and recognize that they may be exposed to potentially life‑threatening situations.  Members shall be responsible for their own actions and involvement.  Members shall also be aware that their actions may affect the health and safety of others, both Members and non-members.

3.4
Club Membership is not open to minors.

3.5
Club Members consent to their details being passed to the BMC or any other organization that the Club affiliates to.

3.6
Club Members consent to their details being passed to any insurer if the disclosure of such information is a precondition of the Club insurance but this provision shall not oblige the Club to maintain insurance.

4.
Management OF THE CLUB

4.1 
The management of the Club shall be entrusted to the Club Committee, hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”.

5.
Officers of the Club

5.1
The elected Officers of the Club shall be

5.1.1
the Chairman

5.1.2
the Treasurer

5.1.3
the Club Secretary

5.1.4
the Membership Secretary

5.1.5
the Events Coordinator.

5.2
Voting for the election of Officers shall take place at the Annual General Meeting.

5.3
The Officers shall be re-elected each year.

6.
Committee of the Club

6.1
The Chairman of the Club will normally preside at and chair all meetings of the Committee or Club and shall be responsible for reporting to the Membership at the Club’s AGM.

6.2
The Chairman shall also be responsible for announcing the AGM and shall give at least 6 weeks notice of such a meeting and at least 2 weeks notice of its agenda.  Items for inclusion should be submitted at least 4 weeks prior to the AGM.

6.3
The Committee shall consist of the Officers of the Club together with such other elected Members of the Club as may be decided at the AGM.

6.4
The Club Secretary shall be responsible for all correspondence relating to Club affairs and of announcing Committee meetings and the production and distribution of minutes and action items from those meetings.

6.5
The Membership Secretary shall be responsible for keeping records of the Membership of the Club.

6.6
The Club Secretary or Membership Secretary shall report to the BMC the number of Members in the Club.

6.7
The Treasurer shall be responsible for the collection of subscriptions and will account for any other income and expenditure made on behalf of the Club.

6.8
The Treasurer shall also be responsible for the payment of the membership subscription to the BMC and the insurance premium if this is taken up.

6.9
The Committee shall have the power to co-opt additional non-voting members in addition to the elected voting committee members.

6.10
Committee members will serve for a period of no more than 3 years in a single role or 4 years in total before standing down. Having served on the Committee members would, however, be permitted to stand for election again after a period of 1 year.

6.11
The nomination and election of committee members shall be conducted in a fair and transparent manner.  Club Members are encouraged to stand for any position.  Nominations for committee members should be invited when the AGM is announced.  Any Member can stand at any time up to the vote at the AGM, provided they are proposed and seconded by Members at the AGM.  In the event that there are no nominations for a particular position 4 weeks before the AGM, the Committee will approach any Members who the committee think may be suitable for that particular role.
7.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

7.1
A quorum for a meeting of the Committee shall be half of the elected voting Committee members.

7.2
In addition to the AGM the Committee shall hold at least 3 other Committee meetings per year.

8.
Club Subscriptions

8.1 
The Committee shall have the power to set membership subscription levels for the Club on an annual basis.

9.
Rules of the Club

9.1 
The Committee shall have the power to set Club rules.  Such rules shall be in accordance with the articles of the Club’s Constitution.

9.2
Club rules will be in accordance with the policies of the BMC.

10.
Amendments to the Constitution of the Club

10.1
This constitution may be amended by a two third’s majority of those Members who cast a vote.  Notice of any amendment must be delivered to the Chairman at least 4 weeks prior to the AGM.

11.
Dissolution of the Club

11.1
The Club can be dissolved by two thirds majority vote carried out in accordance with Article 10 whereupon the assets of the Club will be applied first to payment of any liabilities of the Club and any surplus distributed equally amongst Club Members. If the liabilities of the Club on dissolution or winding up exceed the assets then each Club Member shall contribute a sum equal to the annual subscription payable by him or her for the last year but shall not be further liable.

12.
BMC Affiliation

12.1
The Club shall be affiliated to the British Mountaineering Council (BMC) so long as the Committee determine this to be in the interests of the Membership.

12.2
If the Club ceases to be affiliated to the BMC then the articles of this Constitution that relate to the BMC shall cease to apply.

12.3
So long as the Club is affiliated to the BMC, the Members acknowledge and agree that they will be Club Members of the BMC and that the Club shall pay the appropriate subscription on behalf of each Member included in the return filed by the Club with the BMC, and in the event of the BMC being wound up, shall pay the sum of not more than £1 on behalf of each Member included in a return filed by the Club with the BMC at any time within the preceding period of one year pursuant to the guarantee comprised in clause 6 of the Memorandum of Association of the BMC.  The Members further acknowledge and agree that so long as the Club is affiliated to the BMC and each is a Club Member of the BMC that they will each be bound by the Memorandum & Articles of Association of the BMC.
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